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Raga Mala is an unprecedented look at Ravi Shankar, master of the sitar and one of the most

enduring and inspriational performers of the twentieth century.
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This book is a fascinating account of the life of Ravi Shankar. I was a little reluctant to pick up this

book at first- -I thought to myself, "Ravi Shankar- pop star, a musician who lives on hype - who

wants to read a fan book? If George Harrison hadn't stumbled across him, he would have been just

another sitar player." But after reading this book, I have a much greater understanding and respect

for Shankar and all that he has accomplished.Shankar's early life was simply amazing. His first tour

of the US was in 1932, when he was all of 12 years old. With that in mind, it makes perfect sense for

Shankar to be the leader in bringing Indian classical music to the West, since he spent so many of

his formative years in Paris and on tour throughout Europe and the US. During this time, he became

familiar with Western audiences and their expectations, as well as with Western music traditions. It

is this familiarity that has enabled him to be so successful at explaining Indian music to Westerners.

But as this book details, Shankar was not only popular in the West, but long before George Harrison

met him, he had built a very successful career in India. For example, he was the one who did the

music for film director Satyajit Ray's Apu Trilogy, among so many other projects.Shankar's

influences on music in both India and the West are enormous and far-reaching. He was one of the

first musicians to gain a following in world music, and he fought strongly against the marginalization



of world music as a field only fit for ethnomusicologists. As described in this book, in India, he

helped change attitudes towards musical performance and performers by demanding full attention

from audiences and formal venues, much like classical performers in the West expect.
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